Intensive cytoreductive regimen and autologous bone marrow transplantation in leukemia. Present status and the future. A review.
High-dose cytoreductive treatment followed by ABMT represents a new approach to the treatment of acute leukemia as an alternative when leukemic patients do not have HLA-identical donors. ABMT protocol seems to be a valuable treatment for AML if it is immediately employed after the remission obtained to consolidate the remission. For ALL adult patients, and so for poor prognosis ALL in children, intensive therapy with ABMT represents a new approach when conventional therapy has failed or failed to consolidate the remission. The results of ABMT in CML in the literature have been disappointing; the bone marrow could be collected during the course of the first chronic phase after hydroxyurea therapy or other treatment programs. In leukemia the ABMT approach will be more credible if the protocol includes in vitro immunologic or pharmacologic means to eliminate residual leukemic cells.